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COUNTY COUNCIL – 25 November  2020
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

1. Questioner’s name: Steve Gower Respondent’s name: Cllr Kathy Williams

Could county council please respond with an answer to the following 
question.

As the City council did not have an answer.

FOI request

 Can you inform me of the total figure of individuals who have 
attempted suicide and self harm whilst in hotels provided for the 
homeless in Gloucester from March 2020- present day please

A. Having consulted colleagues in Housing, I can confirm that the 
Council does not hold this information.

We are aware of one case of self-harm and no suicide attempts.

2. Questioner’s name: Paul Ockelton Respondent’s name: Cllr Dave Norman

Would the Cabinet Member please give the cash figures for Library 
Provision, for Tewkesbury Borough, from section 106, 2011 to 
2020?

Financial year:-
2011-2012 = 0
2012-2013 = £49,207
2013-2014 = £46,639
2014-2015 = £18,788
2015-2016 = £56,936
2016-2017 = £193,782
2017-2018 = £78,272
2018-2019 = £51,397
2019-2020 = £100,604
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2020-2021 = £13,529
Total received = £609,154

3. Questioner’s name: Paul Ockelton Respondent’s name: Cllr Dave Norman/

What proportion of that is Staffing costs in relation to section 106 

funding?
None.

4. Questioner’s name: Beccy MacDonald-Lofts Respondent’s name: Cllr Richard Boyles
Gloucestershire parents are in need of support from the council. 
Those of us who, for whatever reason, have been accessing early 
years childcare (nursery) for their children in Wales are now finding 
that they are being discriminated against as regards funding 
support. As a parent, eligible for the 30 hours free childcare funding 
through Gloucestershire CC, once my child turned 3 years of age I 
expected no issues with accessing my funding to support my child 
at her nursery in a Welsh (Monmouthshire) setting. To my surprise, 
the code I have been provided with my HMRC is apparently not able 
to be used across the border, despite there being no issues for 
Welsh parents accessing English childcare provision. I have been 
ongoing with this battle for months and need your support. It is 
unfair, discriminatory and creates inequality. The financial pressure 
it adds creates unnecessary stress, particularly with the added 
pressures that we are all facing in this pandemic. It may seem 
simple to move our children from one nursery to another, but why 
should they be treated in this way. I have not moved my child to an 
English setting as we work, and have family support, in Monmouth 
so it would create logistical difficulties having her based in England, 
plus she has attended the nursery since she was 6 months old and 
it would not be beneficial to her wellbeing to move her. I hope that 
the council will find some way of changing this discriminatory 
practice and ensure Gloucestershire parents are treated fairly and 
equally compared to those across the border.

I appreciate how frustrating this issue is.

The Department for Education (DfE) provides the council with 
funding for early years. We have to follow their rules, which state 
we cannot use this to fund Welsh placements.

We have escalated this anomaly with the DfE and asked for a 
review of the funding model, and I have drawn it to the attention of 
the local MP. 

We have a range of good childcare providers in the county to meet 
the needs of all children but I appreciate some families will have 
their own personal reasons for choosing a Welsh provider. I have 
asked officers to review our local approach to see if we can identify 
other funding to support these placements in lieu of any national 
changes.  
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5. Questioner’s name: Sebastian Field Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

The road surface at Scott Avenue, Podsmead has further 
deteriorated in recent months. I have reported potholes along there 
and they have been fixed, and fixed again. Part of the problem 
seems to be filling the potholes when they still contain water - the 
filling doesn’t hold. The main problem though is that it has become a 
patchwork of fills and isn’t lasting anymore. Can you confirm: a) that 
the practice of filling in potholes when still full of water will be looked 
into and b) that Scott Avenue has now reached the threshold to 
merit a proper resurface. 

We often need to fill potholes when the weather is bad – that’s an 
inevitable part of delivering our commitment to fix serious problems 
with 24 hours.  As the questioner suggests, the best long term fix is 
resurfacing, which is why we launched our £150m resurfacing 
project.

6. Questioner’s name: Sebastian Field Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

To ask Highways how they are getting on with the Blackbridge 
project in Podsmead, specifically the highways advice received? 
This is an important project for the Podsmead community and all 
parties want to ensure it progresses on schedule.

The Blackbridge Community Sports Hub project is subject to pre 
application discussions which by their nature are confidential. 
However we are actively engaging in discussion and detailed 
comments were provided to the applicants representatives on 12th 
November 2020. We will continue to assist as we can.

7. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Following the government’s recent decision on the latest tranche of 
Emergency Active Travel Funding allocated to the county, will any of 
the £864,750 received be allocated to Stroud District? If not, is there 
any way that money can be found to progress the Stroud town 
centre active travel projects outlined in the bid, in particular the 
proposed Golden Valley scheme to improve cycling access to 
Stroud from the east?

I expect the DfT funding to be focused on the Gloucester-
Cheltenham cycle route – which will help us provide the biggest 
environmental and transport benefits for the available funding.  I 
am really keen to take forward other cycle schemes and money is 
available.  Council officers met with the MP for Stroud and other 
last month to discuss cycling in the district and how the council can 
help support it.
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8. Questioner’s name: Declan Wilson Respondent’s name: Cllr Dave Norman

In October an investigation by the BBC found that there were just 11 
employees from ethnic minority backgrounds among the 365 
firefighters staffed in Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue. 

Retired firefighters have come forward to accuse the Service of 
being “institutionally racist” pointing out that racism in the 
organisation is “systemic” and “archaic” going all the way back to 
the 1980s. 

1. What actions are GFRS taking to ensure that this culture of 
discrimination and racism is dealt with and eradicated from 
the organisation? 

2. Given that these issues have been known about for years, 
why has it taken us so long to do anything about it? 

If a member from one of the Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 
communities were to join the service today, what assurances can 
you give them that they will be treated as equals with regards to 
fairness, respect, and career progression?

I was really concerned by the BBC reporting – and it will be fully 
addressed. Some of these issues date back many years, and 
deep-seated cultures take time to address – but I am determined 
this will be sorted.

GFRS is working hard to develop a more inclusive culture; rooting 
out and tackling our mainly, but not exclusively, cultural issues and 
the impact they have on those who suffer at the hands of the 
ignorant few.

Inclusion and positive cultures are a key focus for the Fire and 
Rescue Sector as reported in individual HMICFRS reports and the 
State of Fire annual report.  This is something we are determined 
to get right in Gloucestershire.

We have completed Values Workshops with all teams, during 
which they established their own commitments to uphold the 
values.  We have reviewed and introduced a new staff engagement 
group to focus on equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI).  We are 
working with the People Director on the GCC Organisational 
Development (OD) strategy and have the support of a dedicated 
EDI business partner who is part of the GCC OD team.  This 
includes the introduction of a reverse mentoring scheme.
We are an active part of the Gloucestershire, Warwickshire and 
Thames Valley Fire and Rescue Services EDI collaboration. 
Through this collaboration, we have engaged in and hosted 
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inclusion events, shared materials and are in the latter stages of 
finalising an agreement to part fund a joint post to continue to 
support this important work.
I am working with the LGA’s Inclusive Fire Service Group and the 
CFO is the GCC Director Champion of the Black Workers Network 
Employee.

9. Questioner’s name: Kate Worthington-Short Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor 

My son catches the 61 bus to school in Stroud from Chalford Hill. As 
you may be aware this goes to and returns from Pagan Hill via Vue 
cinema.  However the bus no longer comes back to Chalford Hill on 
the return journey, it misses out the whole Abnash, Old 
Neighbourhood, Burcombe, Middle Hill section.  So my son is 
having to walk nearly a mile from Frith or the top of Old 
Neighborhood home in the dark.  Much of the route has no 
pavements and with the recent issues around child safety in Stroud 
this is very worrying.

There are 2 buses during the afternoon that follow this route 
meaning you cannot leave the hill by public transport for 3 hours in 
the afternoon, nor can you get a bus here.
I raised this on a local FB notice board and have had many 
responses including from people who have been waiting for a bus 
that never comes, elderly residents who are stranded etc.
The bus drivers have said that it's something to do with having to go 
to TK or there not being the demand or there not being enough 
time.  However occasionally the bus does do this route (I would 
estimate once every week or 2 a driver will do the Middle hill loop) 
and the driver says they have the option to do it if they have time?!.  
This is information gleaned from my 12 yr old son who asks the 
driver every day if they will come to middle hill and has had a variety 
of responses.  I am very grateful to these drivers.

I’m really sorry to hear about the difficulties you’ve been having. 
The 61 bus service is commercial, which means the council doesn’t 
subsidise it, and consequently can’t direct changes to the timetable 
or route.  Nonetheless, we’ve a good relationship with Stagecoach, 
and I’ve asked council staff to raise your concerns with them as a 
matter of urgency. 
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Anyway, given the SDC commitment to promoting alternatives to car 
use due to the climate emergency plus the real issue of the safety of 
children and young people and the needs of the older residents of 
Chalford Hill, I was hoping SDC would be able to have some 
influence ?

I have tried contacting them via email, messenger and their 
feedback system online but they don't respond.

10. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

I am asking these questions on behalf of Teddington & Alstone A46 
Advisory Group. We were set-up following concerns raised by 
residents about proposals to expand and/or realign the A46 near 
Teddington Hands and the impact these proposals would have on 
our villages. These questions are in respect of the GCC M5 J9 & 
A46 (Ashchurch) Transport Scheme.
How are the design team's proposals and the decisions made about 
the scheme to be scrutinised, from an environmental, economic and 
financial viewpoint? How can we raise questions in this respect as, 
as far as we are aware, the Scrutiny Committees do not accept 
public questions?

The environmental, economic and financial aspects of the scheme 
will be submitted to the Department for Transport as part of the 
business case process and will be assessed by Government.  

Information will also be available for public scrutiny and comment 
at future non-statutory and statutory consultations, and through the 
planning application process.  

11. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

What are the differences in economic benefits  to the Tewkesbury 
area between a dual carriageway and a single carriageway solution 
(4 lanes as opposed to 2), bearing in mind the present A46 will 
remain open to local traffic? We appreciate that without a known 
route, exact figures may not be possible but we would appreciate 
'ball-park' figures to justify the rationale for this level of road/capacity 
expansion.

There are no economic benefits data available at this stage, but it 
will be published in the future.

The economic benefits of a range of junction and carriageway 
proposals will be assessed by the DfT, to ensure that value for 
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money, safety and capacity improvements are all achieved.

12. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor 

The GCC website states that the public consultation planned for 
early next year, will be on the route options only. Why is the scope 
of the consultation not wider to include  the business case rationale, 
environmental impact and carbon footprint for each option?

The technical information to support the public consultation is still 
being developed and will be set out clearly within the future 
consultation material.

13. Questioner’s name: Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Recent research for the Department for Transport (Kantar DfT 2020 
Public-Opinion-Survey-on-Traffic-and-Road-Use-Phase-1-
Report.pdf) shows that actions taken by other councils to increase 
road safety, improve air quality, reduce traffic congestion and 
reduce traffic noise were all supported by 75% or more of the 
respondents.  Two thirds of respondents supported reallocating road 
space to pedestrians and cyclists across towns and cities in 
England and in their local neighbourhoods.  The prime Minister is 
reported to be keen on promoting walking, cycling and public 
transport.  Building new roads or increasing road space on existing 
ones will not improve air quality, reduce traffic congestion or reduce 
traffic noise.

a.    What resources (time, money) is Gloucestershire CC 
currently putting towards examining how reallocating 
road space to pedestrians and cyclists to make it safer 
and more convenient for people to walk and cycle on 
local  and on longer journeys

Over the past year we have been consulting on our draft Local 
Transport Plan (LTP) and on Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs). The draft LTP includes targets to 
increase walking and cycling and enable us to deliver against 
commitments we have made in our air quality and climate change 
strategies.

As part of the LTP and LCWIP development process we have been 
engaging with local stakeholders to identify and prioritise the 
development of safer and more convenient walking and cycling 
routes. This ongoing process allows us to tap into the knowledge of 
local communities and design locally appropriate schemes. 

This year we have also been able to secure £1.2million from the 
government’s Emergency Active Travel Fund to support the 
delivery of walking and cycling improvements in support of the 
Covid recovery. These include reallocating road space to enable 
pedestrians on busy shopping streets to socially distance and 
building high quality cycle lanes on London Road, Gloucester, to 
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enable people to cycle.

Our annual highways capital programme sets out in more detail our 
expenditure on road safety, cycling, walking and major schemes 
which include infrastructure to tackle congestion and improve air 
quality.

14. Questioner’s name: Alan Mossman Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

LTNs for all? [1] is a recent research study of Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods (LTN) in London.  An LTN is a group of residential 
streets where temporary or permanent measures restrict the 
passage of through motor traffic.  People walking, cycling, or using 
wheelchairs or mobility scooters can travel through the restrictions, 
as often can emergency vehicles (where for instance lockable 
bollards are used). Motor vehicles can still access all addresses 
within the area, including for deliveries and parking. Whilst they 
especially serve those living within the LTN itself, these new 
walkable and cyclable areas contribute to enlarging and 
complementing the available active travel network for other local 
residents. 

a.    What plans do Gloucestershire CC have to support LTNs in 
Cheltenham and Gloucester and in larger towns across the 
county.

b.    How will the county council support local communities to 
develop their own plans for an LTN to make local streets safer for 
people, for people on foot, in wheelchairs, on bikes, scooters, 
mobility scooters and the like while allowing safe passage for 

Please also refer to my earlier response. 

We do not have a specific budget for LTNs in our current highways 
capital programme however we will keep this under review. In the 
course of improving walking, cycling and road safety in residential 
areas we will be seeking to apply the design principles behind 
LTN’s where appropriate and subject to schemes having local 
support. 

P
age 8



9

emergency vehicles and allowing delivery vehicles to reach all 
addresses.

c.     What budget is the Council proposing to allocate to the 
collaborative design of LTNs with communities across the county 
to help increase road safety, improve air quality, reduce traffic 
congestion and reduce traffic noise.

d.    What budget is the Council proposing to allocate to the 
delivery of LTNs across the county to help increase road safety, 
improve air quality, reduce traffic congestion and reduce traffic 
noise.
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COUNTY COUNCIL – 25 November 2020
Members’ Questions 

1. Questioner’s name: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith
How many kilometres of resurfacing have been removed from this 
financial year’s programmes due to Coronovirus? None.

2. Questioner’s name: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

Can you tell me the cost of surface dressing the curl-de-sacs off 
Mandarin Way and Seneca Way, Wyman’s Brook, Cheltenham? £44,500

3. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

How many of the 35 million trees have been planted since the 
Cabinet meeting on 14 October 2020? Officers are working with other Gloucestershire Local Nature 

Partnership constituent partners to put in place mechanisms and 
approaches to significantly scale up planting and natural 
regeneration.  It will take time to secure the scale of investment 
required to deliver this ambitious tree growth target.  
As a direct result of the October Trees Motion Cabinet report, GCC 
was invited to submit an Expression of Interest to the Woodland 
Trust’s pilot Emergency Tree Fund.  A proposal for £300,000 has 
been submitted, seeking to bring about at-scale tree planting and 
woodland creation in Gloucestershire this planting season and 
next.  Outcome expected 2 December 2020.

4. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

How many of the 1 million trees has GCC planted since the Cabinet 
meeting on 20 December 2019? The Million Trees Challenge is not just about the council but 

encouraging our communities and businesses to plant trees.  
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Officers are working with other Gloucestershire Local Nature 
Partnership constituent partners to put in place mechanisms and 
approaches to significantly scale up planting and natural 
regeneration, including how to measure the net gain in trees 
across the county.  

£100,000 has been earmarked from the £1million Climate Change 
& Air Quality Action Fund for community tree planting, which is 
being developed in partnership with the Woodland Trust to be 
launched in early 2021 for planting this season.

5. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

How are we faring on these two targets (planting 1 million trees and 
facilitating the planting of 35 million trees) matched against our 2030 
deadline – to what percentage are we ahead of or behind schedule?

Officers are working with other Gloucestershire Local Nature 
Partnership constituent partners to put in place mechanisms and 
approaches to significantly scale up planting and natural 
regeneration, including how to measure the net gain in trees 
across the county.  

6. Questioner’s name: Cllr Rob Bird Respondent’s name: Cllr Patrick Molyneux
Bishops Cleeve residents appreciate the efforts of council officers 
and yourself to build a new carbon neutral primary school for 
Bishops Cleeve.  I know you are very aware of the concerns about 
the location of the proposed school.  Can you update council on 
when more information might be available on the council’s 
proposals, so I can, in turn, update local residents?”

Work on securing a site for the new primary school in Bishops 
Cleeve is progressing. I expect to present a report to Cabinet at its 
meeting on 16 December 2020.

7. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Following the introduction of statutory cycle lanes along London 
Road, Gloucester, two small businesses are no longer able to load 
and unload outside their shops. They are the Flower Bowl and 
Finishing Touches. 

I’m afraid some changes to existing road layouts are inevitable if 
we want to provide proper cycling routes.  In this case, we are in 
the process of relocating goods vehicle loading facilities to safer 
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Why are they being banned from loading and unloading from their 
own vehicle, when Tesco across the road can still do so? 

Is it one rule for large corporations and another one for small 
independent businesses?

locations off the main road. This will apply to all businesses.  

8. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

What evidence gathering is taking place to monitor traffic speeds on 
London Road, Gloucester before and after the changes, which have 
taken place as a consequence of the new cycle route?

Speed surveys have been undertaken before and after installation 
of the scheme. The results showed no noteworthy change in traffic 
speeds.

A further survey is likely once the scheme has bedded in and the 
possible influences of Covid restrictions on traffic movements has 
ended.

9. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

How many cyclists are now using London Road, Gloucester on a 
daily basis and how does that compare to before the new cycle 
route was put in place?

A survey in October showed a daily average of 293 cyclists using 
London Rd between 7am and 7pm. There isn’t similar data for 
before the emergency scheme for comparison.  We will look to run 
the survey again once the scheme has bedded in and the effects of 
Covid on traffic movement reduced.

10. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Could you provide me with the number of injury accidents for 
cyclists and pedestrians along London Road, Gloucester for each 
calendar year since 2010?

Casualty data supplied by police for London Road between its 
junction with Cheltenham Road and its junction with Black Dog 
Way. 

Year: Pedestrian casualties, Cycle casualties

2010: 1 P,  3 C
2011: 2 P,  3 C
2012: 3 P,  0 C
2013: 1 P,  0 C

P
age 13



4

2014: 0 P,  3 C
2015: 1 P,  0 C
2016: 4 P,  0 C
2017: 1 P,  1 C
2018: 1 P,  2 C
2019: 4 P,  0 C
2020: 1 P,  1 C

60% of all casualties are people who walked or cycled. 
40% are people in a car or on a motorcycle.

11. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

In August parts of my division where badly affected by flash flooding 
that was the result of heavy rain. I have asked that the county 
council and Severn Trent investigate the state of the drainage 
system.

What progress has been made?

A multi-agency meeting is scheduled in the next week with Severn 
Trent to identify any weaknesses in the area drainage system and 
what mitigation could be put in place.

12. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

What progress has been made to find Allstone Sand and Gravel an 
alternative location to their Myers Road operation?

The applicant is required under planning condition to provide an 
annual progress report giving details of the applicant's search and 
methods used to secure an alternative site for the relocation of the 
existing waste management site. The first of these is due in 
January 2021.

13. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Why did you abandon the school streets experimental project at 
Kingsholm Primary School?

Kingsholm primary did not want to participate in the trial. The 
scheme cannot work without the support of schools – and I’m sure 
Cllr Hilton wouldn’t want the council to ignore the views of a school 
in his division.
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14. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Dave Norman

The Kingsholm parking survey has been completed. I have been 
promised that the informal public consultation exercise would be 
carried out before Christmas. 

At the time of writing (17th November) I am still waiting to hear about 
the Covid-19 secure process to be used and the start and finish 
dates.

I am told officers are waiting for you to sign it off. What is delaying 
you? Tory inertia?

Covid has made huge changes to the way people park and travel, 
and it seems really unwise to me to start significant long-term 
reviews until the future is clearer here. I am not going to be 
bounced into something that isn’t right for people in Kingsholm, or 
anywhere else, just to please Cllr Hilton.

15. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Who approved the aborted cycle lane layout that created chaos at 
the Estcourt Road – Cheltenham Road roundabout? Was it you?

I am the cabinet member responsible.

16. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Kathy Williams

Are Covid19 + (infectious) persons being currently transferred from 
hospital into elderly persons care homes in the county?

No.

17. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Kathy Williams

Are you prepared to resist the transfer of Covid19+ (infectious) 
persons from NHS hospitals into our elderly persons care homes if 
the government puts pressure on us to do so?

No-one is proposing this, we would not support it.

18. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

What is the annual budget for highway tree maintenance? I am confused – Cllr Hilton has a motion in his name on this 
agenda calling for this budget to be doubled.  How can he have 
proposed this motion, if he doesn’t even know how much is in the 
budget? 
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The budget for routine highway tree maintenance is contained 
within the Environmental Maintenance budget which £560k for 
20/21, to cover grass cutting, tree maintenance, hedge cutting and 
weed control.  The proportion anticipated for trees was £250k but 
additional in year works are likely to result in an estimated spend of 
£435k.

19. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

How many direct members of staff do we employ to oversee 
management of the trees – not the contracted work?

There is one member of staff employed directly on the Ash Dieback 
project. Otherwise management of highway trees is carried out by 
a number of individuals, alongside their other duties.

20. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

I understand there’s an agreement with Gloucester City Council – 
what agreements are in place with all district councils re highway 
tree maintenance?

There are no similar arrangements for trees in other districts.

21. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

Who commissions the grinding out of highway tree stumps and the 
replanting of trees?

GCC commissions this work through the Term Maintenance 
Contract, other than in Gloucester City where the work is carried 
out through the Agency agreement.

22. Questioner’s name: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent’s name: Cllr Vernon Smith

I understand Amey will not grind out tree stumps because of the risk 
of hitting utilities – can you confirm who GCC separately contracts 
for the grinding out of tree stumps?

Tree stump removal can be arranged as part of the Term 
Maintenance Contract with Ringway.
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23. Questioner’s name: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Regarding Fosse Cross Household Recycling Centre; I have been 
informed that the Household Recycling Centre is likely due to close 
for a minimum of six weeks while work is completed to the site.  

Does the Cabinet Member agree with me, that closing the site for a 
month and a half, when people are still recovering from the months-
long-closure over the Spring, is unacceptable?  And can the Cabinet 
Member confirm what active involvement he is taking to ensure the 
centre is not closed for six weeks and / or remains open to visitors 
while work is ongoing? 

There are groundwork and drainage repairs that will need to be 
completed at the Fosse Cross HRC at a future point and these will 
require a closure of the site. My officer team and I have examined 
the works schedule in detail and found that there are no shortcuts. 

Whilst the decision to temporarily close a HRC site is not taken 
lightly, they need to be kept safe for both the public and the people 
who work there. 

The Fosse Cross site is compact and there is insufficient room to 
safely accommodate the works alongside the normal waste 
movements and the hundreds of members of the public that visit 
the site each day. 

During a closure, residents will of course be able to visit one of the 
other four HRC sites located within Gloucestershire. We also have 
an arrangement that allows residents to use the Warwickshire 
County Council site in Shipston-on-Stour, a convenient option for 
north Cotswold residents. Cotswold residents also benefit from a 
comprehensive kerbside waste and recycling collection service for 
their food waste, garden waste, recyclables and refuse. Bulky 
waste collections are also provided by the district council, meaning 
that a range of alternative options would be available during the 
closure period. 

We’ve delayed the planned works until after Christmas, and I would 
value the thoughts of Cllr Hodgkinson on when the best time to 
take this forward.
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24. Questioner’s name: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

On the second tranche of Active Travel Funding, you are evidently 
disappointed to receive less than 9 per cent of the amount asked 
for.  Will you today commit to make up the difference so that all of 
the schemes identified will be funded?

We’ve got nearly £1.2m of new money for cycling this year – which 
is pretty good news.   We deliberately bid for as much money as 
possible in Tranche 2 – with only a small chance of getting all of 
that funding.  Of course we will look to fund other cycling schemes 
when funding is available.

25. Questioner’s name: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

If you will not commit to funding all of the schemes identified in your 
tranche 2 bid, can you confirm today which schemes will be 
prioritised and which you will abandon?  

I’m not abandoning anything – I will keep working to enhance cycle 
routes across our county. 

26. Questioner’s name: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

You referenced in your press release last week that you’re “ready to 
put the wheels in motion” on a number of schemes, including the 
Cheltenham to Gloucester cycle link, yet we’re also aware that there 
is a deficit of £5.4 million.  Can you confirm if you are funding the 
deficit, or if you have confirmed a partner to provide all the 
remaining funding?

This is an important priority for the council and we are continuing to 
work to deliver it.

27. Questioner’s name: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

With reference to the Cheltenham to Gloucester cycle link, can you 
please confirm what proportion of this enables full segregation 
between cyclists and cars?

Current plans indicate that segregation from motor vehicles will be 
achieved over a vast majority of the route and wherever 
circumstances allow.  

28. Questioner’s name: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

With reference to the Cheltenham to Gloucester cycle link, can you 
please confirm when spades will hit the ground?

The London Rd cycle lane, which is the first part of this link, is 
already open.  I would expect to see work on the main scheme 
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start next year.

29. Questioner’s name: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

With reference to last week’s press release, can you please confirm 
which other of your plans are ready to go and when construction on 
these will start?

Work is progressing on the West of Cheltenham Transport 
Infrastructure scheme which includes measures for pedestrians 
and cyclists, as well as the recently completed Lydney works and 
the wider capital programme.  We will continue to explore other 
funding opportunities to bring the delivery of cycle schemes 
forward.

30. Questioner’s name: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent’s name: Cllr Mark Hawthorne

Controversially, in March 2019 your administration decided to dis-
integrate the Health and Social Care Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee (HCOSC) into separate new a) Health and b) Social 
Care scrutiny committees under two new Chairs. You conceded that 
a review of the success - or otherwise - of this break up should be 
carried out after a year, in March 2020. 

This review is now nine months overdue – as such, will the Council 
Leader guarantee that this will be undertaken by the end of this 
calendar year and brought before the council at the next Full 
Council meeting on 17 February

Scrutiny does not need my permission in order to express their 
views about how the current scrutiny arrangements are working.   I 
would suggest it is something that the Corporate Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee is best placed to consider.

31. Questioner’s name: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent’s name: Cllr Mark Hawthorne

Can the Council Leader guarantee that the review of scrutiny 
arrangements will involve all interested parties – including but not 
limited to, County Councillors, District Councillors and local health 
and social care partners that feed into our scrutiny committees?  

See previous response.
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32. Questioner’s name: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Can the Cabinet Member confirm what impact Covid-19 measures 
have had on bus and train frequency throughout the county?

Most peak time bus and rail services have been maintained 
however there have been reductions in frequencies at off peak 
times because of much reduced demand for travel. The council 
subsidises many local bus services and it has maintained a core 
level of service on all routes in order to mitigate the risks of 
isolation.

Transport for Wales and Cross Country Trains amended their 
timetables as result of the pandemic to allow for enhanced cleaning 
and longer boarding times at larger stations respectively.  The 
former terminated services at Gloucester and the latter removed all 
stops except one in each direction from Lydney and Chepstow.  
These changes had a significant impact on school children in the 
Forest of Dean when they returned to schools in Gloucester and 
Cheltenham in September. 

Transport for Wales have since resumed running through to 
Cheltenham on a number of services which has eased the 
situation.  Similarly Cross Country Trains have reinstated a stop at 
Chepstow/Lydney in their early morning service which children rely 
on.  They have also reinstated an afternoon stop at 
Lydney/Chepstow but the service the children would normally catch 
from Cheltenham hasn’t been restarted yet.  Consequently children 
still have to wait at Gloucester station and have a longer overall 
journey time.  Cross Country are looking into the matter and our 
officers are keeping this matter under close review.

33. Questioner’s name: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Can the Cabinet Member confirm what impact Covid-19 measures 
have had on public transport passenger numbers throughout the 
county?

In the early stages of the first lockdown demand on local bus 
services fell to approximate 30% of 2019 levels. Prior to the start of 
the second lockdown they had recovered to 45-60% dependent on 
location.

Unsurprisingly we saw a greater fall in concessionary trips by older 
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people, to around 10% of 2019 levels; these have since risen to 
around 50%.

Park and Ride services have been most adversely impacted, with 
patronage around 30% of 2019 levels. This may be linked to the 
increase in online shopping, working from home and because 
motorists worried about COVID risks can make the whole of their 
journey by car.

34. Questioner’s name: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Can the Cabinet Member confirm what financial support GCC has 
provided to public transport operators in the county while passenger 
numbers are lower?

The council’s Integrated Transport Unit oversees support for local 
bus and home to school transport services.

With most of our subsidised bus service contracts it is the bus 
operator that takes the fare revenue risk. Since Covid-19, and in 
line with government guidance, the council has taken on this risk to 
ensure continuity of bus services for our communities. This means 
that we are making up the difference between fare revenue 
collected now and revenue in the same period last year. We are 
taking a similar approach with concessionary travel reimbursement.

On home to school transport services COVID regulations require 
pupils to travel separately from public transport passengers. In 
such cases lost fare revenue is being reimbursed by the council.

For commercial bus services the government has a fare revenue 
subsidy scheme which the ITU is overseeing in Gloucestershire.

35. Questioner’s name: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Can the Cabinet Member confirm how much money has GCC 
received from the Government to help public transport operators 
since Covid-19 measures began to be introduced, and in what 
tranches have these funds been provided? 

GCC has received £690,704 from the Department for Transport’s 
Covid-19 Bus Service Support Grant (CBSSG) scheme, split as 
follows:
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Tranche 1 – £460,704
Tranche 2 – £230,000
Tranche 3 is expected very soon.

36. Questioner’s name: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Can the Cabinet Member confirm what GCC is doing to encourage 
passengers back onto public transport in a safe manner, in order to 
ensure our highways are not overrun by private vehicles? 

The council’s priority is defeating coronavirus and returning our 
county to normality.  Once that is done, we can turn our focus to 
improving bus usage again.

37. Questioner’s name: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Can the Cabinet Member confirm what specific and incremental 
targets GCC has for increasing active travel and public transport 
usage in line with its commitment to reduce Gloucestershire’s 
emissions by 80% by 2030 and be carbon neutral by 2050? I.e. 
what targets does it have for 2025, 2030, 2035 and so on.  

Gloucestershire’s Local Transport Plan 2015 – 2031 (LTP) has the 
following targets to increase active travel and public transport 
usage that will contribute to Gloucestershire’s commitment to be 
carbon neutral by 2050 and reduce emissions by 80% in 2030:

LTP PI-7 To increase rail use within the county by 30% from 2015 
to 2031.
LTP PI-8 To increase cycle use within the county by 50% from 
2015 to 2031.
LTP PI-9 Maintain number of bus passenger journeys (PUT 01)
LTP PI-10 Maintain level of Access to GP services and facilities by 
public transport within 45 minutes (PUT 08a)
LTP PI-14 Reduce per capita transport carbon emissions – this 
target is proposed to be strengthened in Gloucestershire’s 
emerging revised LTP (2020 – 2041) to reflect the commitment to 
be carbon neutral by 2050.

Gloucestershire County Council is working on plans to commission 
a detailed study to clearly define a mode specific pathway to 
becoming carbon neutral by 2050. 

38. Questioner’s name: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Can the Cabinet Member confirm what specific and incremental 
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targets GCC has for reducing the number of private vehicles on the 
road, in line with its commitment to reduce Gloucestershire’s 
emissions by 80% by 2030 and be carbon neutral by 2050? I.e. 
what targets does it have for 2025, 2030, 2035 and so on.  

Gloucestershire’s Local Transport Plan 2015 – 2031 (LTP) includes 
targets to reduce nitrogen oxide emissions and per capita transport 
carbon emissions. These are key to delivering Gloucestershire’s 
commitment to be carbon neutral by 2050 and reducing emissions 
by 80% in 2030.

LTP PI-13  Reduce levels of traffic derived Nitrogen Dioxide
LTP PI-14 Reduce per capita transport carbon emissions – this 
target is proposed to be strengthened in Gloucestershire’s 
emerging revised LTP (2020 – 2041) to reflect the commitment to 
be carbon neutral by 2050.

We are currently working on plans to commission a detailed study 
to clearly define a mode specific pathway to becoming carbon 
neutral by 2050. This work, which is subject to funding, will include 
interim targets.

39. Questioner’s name: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent’s name: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

One of the schools in Gloucestershire is in the lowest 4% in the 
whole of England when it comes to ‘School readiness’ as outlined in 
the Early Years foundation Stage (EYFS). Can a member of the 
Cabinet tell us how many Gloucestershire schools are in the lowest 
10% in the country?

I am not aware of national comparator level data at school level but 
have asked officers to investigate the availability of this with the 
Department for Education. 

I am however pleased with our progress in improving outcomes for 
children at the Early Years foundation Stage across the county. In 
2018/19 we had a significant improvement of attainment to 71.9% 
in children achieving a good level of development which moves us 
in line with national and regional averages.

40. Questioner’s name: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent’s name: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

What assistance is being given to schools that have a particularly 
high proportion of pupils with low levels of ‘School Readiness’, in 
order to compensate for the additional resources these children 
need to try to bring them up to speed?

We use Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) outcome data to 
target our moderation support at those schools most in need; 
visiting schools to provide appropriate training, advice and other 
avenues of support. 
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In addition to supporting schools in meeting the needs of their 
disadvantaged pupils we also help teachers to understand how to 
assess children accurately and support new teachers to become 
familiar with teaching and assessing EYFS. Our participation in the 
EYFS National Research Initiative provides free online resources 
to Early Years settings and schools – and we target those schools 
which have pupil cohorts with known vulnerabilities to access this. 

We are also working hard with community providers to increase 
parental take up of universal and targeted support in those areas 
where children need more support to reach a good level of 
development in their EYFS outcomes and be ready for school. 

41. Questioner’s name: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent’s name: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

What plans has the Cabinet Member got to ensure that all children 
are ‘School Ready’ when they start school with the minimum level of 
experience expected? 

We have established a multi agency group to explore issues 
around school readiness.  There is shared accountability with a 
range of agencies/practitioners working with children and families 
pre-birth to 4 years to improve outcomes. 

The group have developed parent and professional resources to 
help prepare children for school and delivered a range of training to 
Early Years settings and schools (including ACEs and trauma 
informed practice). 

Following success of the Early Outcomes project in Gloucester City 
we are also working with a range of partners to roll out delivery of 
parent and baby/toddler groups across the county – improving 
children’s levels of engagement, speech, language and 
communication at an early age. 
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42. Questioner’s name: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent’s name: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

I have been told by one headmaster, that he feels lucky if 6 per cent 
of his young intake have reached the levels of attainment expected.  
Does the Cabinet Member agree with me that this is a shocking 
case, and what is he going to do to address such instances?

There are no schools in the county with only 6% of pupils achieving 
a good level of development, as measured by the Early Years 
Foundation Stage profile (school readiness indicator). 

Only 2 settings had a level below 25% in 2019. These are being 
supported; but also had a very low cohort of children assessed at 
that time. 

The measures I have set out will all have an impact on the 
development and attainment of children and I am confident that we 
will continue to see an annual improvement in children reaching 
expected milestones.  

43. Questioner’s name: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent’s name: Cllr Patrick Molyneux
In relation to a new Primary School in Bishops Cleeve – Cllr 
Molyneux stated at the recent Cabinet meeting that there was 
nothing to report at present, yet in response to a question at 
Tewkesbury Borough Council back in September, borough 
colleagues were informed that plans for the new school would be 
revealed in advance of the Cabinet meeting on 16 December.  

Why are you sharing more information with borough colleagues than 
with County Councillors, and what additional information would you 
like to share now with this assembled council that you failed to 
disclose at the recent Cabinet meeting?

Exactly this information is published on the council’s forward plan, 
which Cllr Hay might like to consult.

44. Questioner’s name: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent’s name: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

In relation to the new Primary School in Bishops Cleeve, can the 
Cabinet Member please confirm how Bishops Cleeve residents and 

Once any new school is agreed, public engagement and 
consultation events will be held as part of the planning application 
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local representatives will be consulted on developments with the 
new school in Bishops Cleeve, in advance of any final decisions 
being made over its location?

process.

45. Questioner’s name: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent’s name: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm what weighting will be / 
has been given to the location of new housing developments and 
existing primary school provisions when deciding where to locate 
the new school?  

Whilst land availability can create some challenges at times, I am 
committed to ensuring that we prioritise providing high quality 
school places as close as possible to where children live. 

We will grow the school in line with pupil numbers in the area to 
ensure there is no detrimental impact on other schools in the area. 
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